We are grateful to those who were involved in worship this morning:

Greeter: Bill & Marg Hunter

Beadle: Jean Godin

Tech Team: Dylan Smith & Laura Einwechter
Sunday School: Lori Marsh

We greatly appreciate the participation of Beth Anne Fisher in today’s
service. Beth Anne is a student for ministry. She has been working with
the people at Knox Preston for several month to help them through this
transformation.

It's that time of year again!

We will be making up our schedules for Greeters, Worship Assistants and
Beadles. If you were on the fall schedule | will leave you on for the
upcoming schedules unless you let me know otherwise. If you would like
to be added to the schedules please let me know, even if you have
previously asked me to add you to the lists. Thank you for being a part of
these important ministries. Contact Joni to be added to the list!
jsmith@standrewshespeler.ca

Rev. Scott will be taking a Continuing Education course called “The work
of the Congregation” Starting this Wednesday through next Thursday. It
is a very intensive course about helping congregations through
transitions.

The course is online and on those days he may be in the office from 10
am to 6 pm. The door will be closed and he won’t be answering the
phone. Messages will be checked on breaks or at the end of the day.

The ministers from Central and Westside will be available to meet urgent
pastoral care needs. See contact information below. Our guest preacher
next week will be Rev. John Borthwick.

Aubrey Botha: Aubrey@cpcmail.ca Home: 519-620-4415
Church: 519-6231080

Dongwon (Brian) Jung: revbrianjung@gmail.com Cell: 647-891-8164

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

DAILY PRAYERS

Sunday, January 19 We give thanks for the
dedication of the Rev. Dr. Paul McLean and Bible
translation teams in Taiwan working to provide
copies of the Bible in the many Indigenous

Prayer languages of Taiwan.
Pa rtnership Monday, January 20 We pray as the PCC continues
Engaging in God's Mission 10 seek support for a declaration advocating for
Through Word and Action religious freedom in Canada.

Tuesday, January 21 We pray for courage and
clear vision for those discerning calls to embark on new and faithful
journeys.

Wednesday, January 22 Today is the 4th anniversary of the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons coming into force at the United Nations.
We pray for the elimination of nuclear weapons, and the threat they pose
to all life on Earth.

Thursday, January 23 We pray for interim moderators and search
committees as they work to assist congregations in calling a new minister.

Friday, January 24 We pray for the mental, emotional, physical and
spiritual wellbeing of the eight directors of PCC Indigenous ministries, and
for the communities they work so hard to take care of.

Saturday, January 25 We pray for those who have yet to know the love of
God and for those involved in mission work who are sharing that love.

Donations for 2024

There was some talk at the very beginning of the year about people
being able to make donations for 2024 for the first two months of 2025.
It is our understanding that any legislation that may have been proposed
to enable that would have died when Parliament was prorogues. The
books on 2024 given have been closed.

Annual Meeting

The 2024 Annual meeting has been called for March 23. We will be trying
some new approaches for this meeting, so stay tuned for detail. If you
have any submissions for the Annual Report, please send them to the
smcandless@standrewshespeler.ca (email preferred). Please send them
in by January 31 or sooner if possible.

Mission Moment: January 19

Last summer, twelve young adults from PCC and UCC partner churches in
Canada, the Korean Christian Church in Japan, the Presbyterian Church in
the Republic of Korea, and the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan met
together to share their lives, cultures, and the present social context of the
church in their home countries. Exploring both common and unique
challenges, they developed a workshop for the uplift2024: Audacious Faith
conference. Through
worship, study, and

g recreation, a deep sense of
connection developed across
Bl languages and cultures. This
global ecumenical learning
community gathered for 9
days at Brock University,

™ ending with their

S G articipation at uplift2024:

Audacious ‘
Faith. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help strengthen long- \6’_
standing church partnerships by fostering ecumenical ’Q\

understanding and meaningful connections among a new

generation of leaders. Presbyterians
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Rev. Scott McAndless: smcandless@standrewshespeler.ca
Joni Smith: jsmith@standrewshespeler.ca
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Order of Worship. We will meet in person at 10 am. Or join us on
Zoom or Facebook Live. The Zoom link will be posted on the website.

Prelude - Allegro by T. Albinoni

Call to Worship:

L: God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God and God
abides in them.

P: Let us worship the God who calls us to love one another.

Processional Hymn #65 All people that on earth do dwell

1. All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful
voice.

Him serve with mirth; his praise forth tell. Come ye before him and
rejoice.

2. Know that the Lord is God indeed; without our aid he did us make;
we are his flock, he doth us feed, and for his sheep he doth us take.
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3. Oh enter then his gates with praise; approach with joy his courts
unto;
praise, laud and bless his name always, for it is seemly so to do.

4. For why, the Lord our God is good; his mercy is forever sure;
his truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure.

Words: public domain

Introduction (Rev. Scott McAndless)

Declaration of intent (Please stand as able — Beth Anne Fisher)

L: | ask this question of the both of the congregations gathered here.
Having understood all of the implications and requirements of being
a congregation together, do you affirm your desire and intention to
enter into this amalgamation?

P: We do.

Vows: (Each congregation to repeat after Beth Anne Fisher):

We, the people of , take you, the people of , to be
our family in Christ, to have and to hold, from this day forward; for
better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health; in
joy and in sorrow; to love and to cherish, as one united congregation;
and now, to you and to God, we make this solemn vow and promise.

Blessing of the Symbols (Rev. Scott McAndless)

Declaration (Beth Anne Fisher)

L: For as much as you, Knox Preston, and you, St. Andrew’s Hespeler,
have agreed to amalgamate, and have declared this intention
before God, | pronounce you to be one united congregation in the
name of God the Creator, Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit. And
what God has brought together, let no one put asunder!

Presentation of the membership roll — Steve Jones and Steve Marsh
Sharing the Peace of Christ

Psalm 84 (Beth Anne Fisher)

L: How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!

P: My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the courts of the LORD; my
heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.

L: Even the sparrow finds a home and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my
King and my God.

P: Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your
praise.

L: Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the
highways to Zion.

P: As they go through the valley of Baca, they make it a place of
springs; the early rain also covers it with pools. They go from
strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

: O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;

: give ear, O God of Jacob!

: Behold our shield, O God;

: look on the face of your anointed.

: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
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P: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in
the tents of wickedness.

L: For the LORD God is a sun and shield; he bestows favour and honour.
No good thing does the LORD withhold from those who walk
uprightly.

P: O LORD of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you.

Genesis 24:42-61 (Rev. Scott McAndless)

Hymn #598 (adapted lyrics)

1. O perfect Love, all human thought transcending,
lowly we kneel in prayer before thy throne,

that ours may be the love which knows no ending,
whom thou forevermore dost join in one.

2. O perfect Life, be thou our full assurance,

of tender charity and steadfast faith,

of patient hope and quiet, brave endurance,
with childlike trust that fears nor pain nor death.

3. Grant us the joy which brightens earthly sorrow;
grant us the peace which calms all earthly strife,
and to life's day the glorious unknown morrow
that dawns upon eternal love and life.
Public domain
Family Time
Life and work of the church
Sermon: Rebekah Prepares to tie the Knot (Beth Anne Fisher)
Offering Interlude by D. Murray
Genesis 24:62-67 (Read by Donald Paddock)

Hymn #595 (Verses 1-3 adapted)

1. Lord and lover of creation, bless this congregation now:

sign of lives no longer separate, sealed by symbol, bound by vow,
celebrating love's commitment made to live and last and grow.

2. Praise and gratitude we offer, for the past which shaped today:

words which stirred and deepened conscience, family life, good
company,

friends who touched and summoned talent, nourished all words can't
convey.

3. On our children and our young folk here among us, we request
health in home and hearts, and humour through which heaven and earth
are blest;
open doors and good endeavour, time for work and trust and rest.
© WGRG The lona Community (Scotland), 1989. Used by permission of G.IL.A. Publications Inc.
Sermon: Isaac Prepares to tie the Knot (Rev. Scott McAndless)

Prayers of the People (Rev. Scott McAndless)

Hymn #53 How lovely, Lord, how lovely

1. How lovely, Lord, how lovely is your abiding place;
my soul is longing, fainting, to feast upon your grace.
The sparrow finds a shelter, a place to build her nest,
and so your temple calls us within its walls to rest.

2. In your blest courts to worship, O God, a single day
is better than a thousand if | from you should stray.

I’d rather keep the entrance and claim you as my Lord,
than revel in the riches the ways of sin afford.

3. A sun and shield forever are you, O Lord Most High;
you shower us with blessings; no good will you deny.
The saints, your grace receiving, from strength to strength shall go,
and from their life shall rivers of blessing overflow.

Words: paraphrase, copyright © 1986 by Hope Publishing Co.
Benediction
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary Pure and holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living Sanctuary for You

CCLI Song # 24140 © 1982 Full Armor Publishing Company

Postlude Chorale by L. Boellmann

It’s Amalgamation Sunday!

Today we formalize and celebrate the amalgamation between St.
Andrew’s Hespeler and Knox Preston Presbyterian Churches. It is a very
special celebration in which we welcome them and receive some key
elements from their life and history as a congregation.

Please plan to stay after the service at we celebrate with cake!

There will also be a final service in Knox Preston Church (132 Argyle St
N) at 4 pm today that you are invited to attend.

2025 Envelopes and Pre-Authorized Debit

Because we really did not know how many envelopes we would need
and neither wanted to have too few or too many, 2025 Offering
envelopes have not yet been ordered.

If you would like to have offering envelopes for this year, please signup
the sheet at the back of the church with your information.

Please consider shifting to pre-authorized debit. Forms to apply for that
are also on the table.

There are envelopes by the offering plate that you can use in the
meantime as well as a link to online giving.

If you have used envelopes and would like to shift, please let us know.
Also, it you use you envelopes only occasions (perhaps only for extra
giving to supplement PAD) consider using the supplied envelopes for
those occasions. You are welcome to take a few home.
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3. Oh enter then his gates with praise; approach with joy his courts
unto;
praise, laud and bless his name always, for it is seemly so to do.

4. For why, the Lord our God is good; his mercy is forever sure;
his truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure.

Words: public domain

Introduction (Rev. Scott McAndless)

Declaration of intent (Please stand as able — Beth Anne Fisher)

L: | ask this question of the both of the congregations gathered here.
Having understood all of the implications and requirements of being
a congregation together, do you affirm your desire and intention to
enter into this amalgamation?

P: We do.

Vows: (Each congregation to repeat after Beth Anne Fisher):

We, the people of , take you, the people of , to be
our family in Christ, to have and to hold, from this day forward; for
better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health; in
joy and in sorrow; to love and to cherish, as one united congregation;
and now, to you and to God, we make this solemn vow and promise.

Blessing of the Symbols (Rev. Scott McAndless)

Declaration (Beth Anne Fisher)

L: For as much as you, Knox Preston, and you, St. Andrew’s Hespeler,
have agreed to amalgamate, and have declared this intention
before God, | pronounce you to be one united congregation in the
name of God the Creator, Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit. And
what God has brought together, let no one put asunder!

Presentation of the membership roll — Steve Jones and Steve Marsh
Sharing the Peace of Christ

Psalm 84 (Beth Anne Fisher)

L: How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!

P: My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the courts of the LORD; my
heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.

L: Even the sparrow finds a home and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my
King and my God.

P: Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your
praise.

L: Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the
highways to Zion.

P: As they go through the valley of Baca, they make it a place of
springs; the early rain also covers it with pools. They go from
strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

: O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;

: give ear, O God of Jacob!

: Behold our shield, O God;

: look on the face of your anointed.

: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
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P: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in
the tents of wickedness.

L: For the LORD God is a sun and shield; he bestows favour and honour.
No good thing does the LORD withhold from those who walk
uprightly.

P: O LORD of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you.

Genesis 24:42-61 (Rev. Scott McAndless)

Hymn #598 (adapted lyrics)

1. O perfect Love, all human thought transcending,
lowly we kneel in prayer before thy throne,

that ours may be the love which knows no ending,
whom thou forevermore dost join in one.

2. O perfect Life, be thou our full assurance,

of tender charity and steadfast faith,

of patient hope and quiet, brave endurance,
with childlike trust that fears nor pain nor death.

3. Grant us the joy which brightens earthly sorrow;
grant us the peace which calms all earthly strife,
and to life's day the glorious unknown morrow
that dawns upon eternal love and life.
Public domain
Family Time
Life and work of the church
Sermon: Rebekah Prepares to tie the Knot (Beth Anne Fisher)
Offering Interlude by D. Murray
Genesis 24:62-67 (Read by Donald Paddock)

Hymn #595 (Verses 1-3 adapted)

1. Lord and lover of creation, bless this congregation now:

sign of lives no longer separate, sealed by symbol, bound by vow,
celebrating love's commitment made to live and last and grow.

2. Praise and gratitude we offer, for the past which shaped today:

words which stirred and deepened conscience, family life, good
company,

friends who touched and summoned talent, nourished all words can't
convey.

3. On our children and our young folk here among us, we request
health in home and hearts, and humour through which heaven and earth
are blest;
open doors and good endeavour, time for work and trust and rest.
© WGRG The lona Community (Scotland), 1989. Used by permission of G.IL.A. Publications Inc.
Sermon: Isaac Prepares to tie the Knot (Rev. Scott McAndless)
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It’s Amalgamation Sunday!

Today we formalize and celebrate the amalgamation between St.
Andrew’s Hespeler and Knox Preston Presbyterian Churches. It is a very
special celebration in which we welcome them and receive some key
elements from their life and history as a congregation.

Please plan to stay after the service at we celebrate with cake!

There will also be a final service in Knox Preston Church (132 Argyle St
N) at 4 pm today that you are invited to attend.

2025 Envelopes and Pre-Authorized Debit

Because we really did not know how many envelopes we would need
and neither wanted to have too few or too many, 2025 Offering
envelopes have not yet been ordered.

If you would like to have offering envelopes for this year, please signup
the sheet at the back of the church with your information.
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are also on the table.

There are envelopes by the offering plate that you can use in the
meantime as well as a link to online giving.

If you have used envelopes and would like to shift, please let us know.
Also, it you use you envelopes only occasions (perhaps only for extra
giving to supplement PAD) consider using the supplied envelopes for
those occasions. You are welcome to take a few home.




